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Finance Report 2010-11

The Commission is funded by 

the State and Commonwealth 

Governments. The State 

Government provides funding 

for State law related legal 

matters and State projects 

and the Commonwealth 

Government provides funds 

for Commonwealth law 

related legal matters and 

Commonwealth projects. 

The National Partnership 

Agreement on Legal 

Assistance Services was 

entered into between the 

Commonwealth of Australia 

and States and Territories, 

effective from 1 July 2010. 

Pursuant to that Agreement, 

the Commonwealth 

Government committed 

funding to South Australia for 

the next four financial years 

until 30 June 2014.

The State Government funds State 

criminal law and State Child Protection 

(In Need of Care) matters and reimburses 

the Commission for expenditure in 

excess of the Commission’s caps for 

approved State Criminal Expensive Cases 

that exceed those caps. State expensive 

cases are subject to a Case Management 

Plan which has to be approved by the 

Attorney-General. 

The Commission receives income  

from the Law Society pursuant to  

the Legal Practitioners Act (LPA), 1981.  

LPA income is made up of Statutory 

Interest, Solicitor’s Trust Accounts 

Interest and Excess Guarantee funds 

which are then used for State  

related matters. 

The Commission also generates income 

from investments, client contributions, 

costs recovered, education courses, sale 

of enduring Power of Attorney Kits and  

it actively pursues other funding,  

including State and Commonwealth  

funding, where the projects delivered  

provide a service for the South  

Australian community and are related  

to, and enhance, services currently  

being delivered. 

Over the years, the Commission has 

expanded its duty solicitor services to 

enable a duty solicitor to be available 

when certain regional and country 

Magistrate and Youth courts are in 

operation. Matters heard before  

regional and country courts mainly  

relate to State law. The service is provided 

by both country private practitioners  

funded by the Commission and 

Commission solicitors.

For the year ended 30 June 2011, the 

Commission completed the year with 

a consolidated operating surplus of 

$2 493 000. The improved result is  

due to additional revenue from 

Government, interest received from  

LPA sources, interest on investments, 

clients contributions and costs recovered. 

In addition, the State Government 

reimbursed $532 000 for expensive 

cases which was not included in the 

Commission’s budget.

The Commission’s cash reserve balance  

at 30 June 2011 was $15 260 000.  

The Commission allocates the cash into 

State and Commonwealth portions.  

Part of the cash is specifically reserved 

for future liabilities and the uncommitted 

portion is held for future operating 

expenditure as presented at Table 5. 

The detailed 2010-11 financial reports  

are presented at Tables 1 to 5 and 

forecasts for 2011-12 and 2012-13  

are shown at Table 6.

Chinh Dinh-Pham, Finance Manager
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Table 1  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Income and Expenditure - Commonwealth and State  
by Output Allocations as at 30 June 2011

Income

Expenditure
2010

-11

To
ta

l A
ct

ual

2010
-11

Com
m

onwea
lth

 

Act
ual

2010
-11

Sta
te

 A
ct

ual

Statutory Interest 1 519 160  -    1 519 160

Interest on Solicitor’s Trust Account 2 153 690  -    2 153 690

Excess Guarantee Fund  163 240  -     163 240

Interest on Investments  864 810  478 250  386 560

Costs Recovered and Contributions  434 160  200 240  233 920

Government Grants - Commonwealth  14 946 000 14 946 000  -   

Government Grants - State 18 047 000  -    18 047 000

Commonwealth IAAAS Funding  93 500  93 500  -   

Statutory Charges  981 060  467 220  513 840

State Expensive Criminal Cases   532 130  -     532 130

Other Income  869 820  310 520  559 300

Total Revenues from Ordinary Activities 40 604 570 16 495 730 24 108 840

Assignments 1 873 820  608 330 1 265 490

Private Practitioner Representation
Criminal Law Services 10 517 510  276 760 10 240 750

Family Law Services 4 094 810 4 094 810  -   

Family Dispute Resolution  951 690  951 690  -   

Civil Law Services  497 530  18 020  479 510

Civil Law - Veteran’s Matters  56 640  56 640  -   

Child Support Services  1 860  1 860  -   

In-House Representation
Criminal Law Services 5 550 070  88 550 5 461 520

Criminal Law Duty Lawyer Services 1 472 000  29 710 1 442 290

Family Law Services 3 706 240 3 706 240  -   

Family Law Duty Solicitor Services  280 630  280 630  -   

Family Law Dispute Resolution  606 130  606 130  -   

Civil Law Services  384 280  -     384 280

Child Support Services 1 179 770 1 179 770  -   

Telephone & Face to Face Advice 3 422 100 2 597 930  824 170

Migration 1 008 480 1 008 480  -   

Community Education Services  628 760  462 740  166 020

Culturally & Linguistically Diverse Program  61 110  61 110  -   

Legal Education & Awareness Project  136 480  105 420  31 060

Strategic Services 1 149 440  574 720  574 720

Other Expenditure
State Expensive Criminal Cases  532 130  -     532 130

Total Expenses from Ordinary Activities 38 111 480 16 709 540 21 401 940

Net Result from Ordinary Activities 2 493 090 - 213 810 2 706 900
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Table 2  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Commonwealth Government Funding as at 30 June 2011

	 	 2010-11
  $’000

  State Expensive Cases 532

  Total Other State Funding 532

Table 3  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

State Government Funding as at 30 June 2011

In addition the State Government  
separately funded the following:

Financial Year 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Annual Funds 11  292 11  483 13  698 14  496 16 445 18 047

Financial Year 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Annual Funds 12  215 12  440 12  701 12  981 14 055 14 946
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Table 4  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Schedule of Cash Financial Overview as % of Total Expenditure 
as at 30 June 2011

Provision for Legal Commitment

�The�Commission�issues�certificates�of�legal�
commitment�for�each�matter�approved�for�
legal�aid.�The�Commission�has�a�future�legal�
commitment�of�$4�092�000�on�legal�matters�
referred�to�private�practitioners,�which�are��
still�to�be�finalised.�

Expensive Cases Reserve

The�Commonwealth�expensive�cases�reserve�
was�not�used�in�the�2010-11.�The�Commission�
has�retained�an�expensive�cases�reserve�of�
$100�000�for�Commonwealth�cases�that�may�
exceed�the�Commission�caps�and�for�which�
separate�funding�will�not��be�sought�from��
the�Commonwealth.

Long Service Leave Provisions

�The �Commission�has�a�long�service�leave�staff�
entitlement�of�$�2�944�000�at�30�June�2011.��
Sufficient�reserves�are�held�to�cover�both�
State�and�Commonwealth�long�service��
leave�liabilities.

Table 5  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Cash Reserves and Other Commitments as at 30 June 2011

Asset Replacement Reserve

The�Commission�allocated�a�reserve�for�desk�
top�replacement�and�an�additional�amount�to�
the�computing�system�replacement�reserve.�In�
addition,�the�office�accommodation�reserve�was�
also�brought�forward�from�the�previous�financial�
year.�The�Commonwealth�Government�has�
agreed�to�allow�the�Commission�to�use�up��
to�$2�300�000�of�surplus�funds�to�upgrade�
existing�office�accommodation,�and�to�expand��
the�Family�Dispute�Resolution�facilities.

Financial Year $ Commonwealth $ State $ Total

Comprised of:  
Provision for Legal Commitment 1 202 000 2 890 000 4 092 000

Expensive Case Reserve  100 000 — 100 000 

Long Service Leave Reserve 1 472 000 1 472 000 2 944 000

Computing System Replacement Reserve 1 250 000 1 250 000 2 500 000

Desktop Replacement Reserve 225 000  225 000  450 000

Office Accommodation Reserve 2 700 000  400 000 3 100 000

Uncommitted Funds at 30 June 2011 998 000 1 076 000 2 074 000

Total Cash Reserves 30 June 2011 7 947 000 7 313 000 15 260 000

Output 2008-09 % Expenditure 2009-10 % Expenditure 2010-11 % Expenditure

In House Practices 10 549 000 30.42 11 375 000 29.67 11 340 000 29.66

External Practices 17 781 000 51.28 20 124 000 52.49 19 765 000 51.69

Expensive Cases  289 000 0.83  373 000 0.97  513 000 1.34

Access Services 4 731 000 13.64 5 084 000 13.26 5 145 000 13.46

Strategic Services 1 108 000 3.20 1 151 000 3.00 1 138 000 2.98

Capital Expenditure  217 000 0.63  229 000 0.60  333 000 0.87

Total Cash Expenditure 34 675 000 100.00 38 336 000 100.00 38 234 000 100.00
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Table 6  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Cash Draft Budget Outline 2011-12 and 2012-13

Notes to Table 6: The�above�table�is�based�on�a�‘no�activity�change’�outcome�in�the�years�2011-12�and�2012-13.

Table 7  Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Value of Invoices or Accounts paid for 2010-11

 Number of  % of Accounts Value in $A of % of Accounts 
 Accounts Paid Paid (by number) Accounts Paid Paid (by value) 
 
Paid by Due Date 31 803 97.3%   $25 585 078  96.6%

Paid within 30 days 802 2.5%   $835 018  3.2%

Paid more than 30 days  
from Due Date 

Total  32 696 100%   $26 471 607  100%

  91 0.2%   $51 511  0.2%

2011-12 2012-13

 State  Commonwealth  Total
 $’000 $’000 $’000

 State  Commonwealth  Total
 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cash Reserves  B/Fwd 1 July   7 313  7 947  15 260  5 625  4 098  9 723

Receipts   23 571  16 860  40 431  23 982  17 158  41 140

Total Anticipated Receipts   23 571  16 860  40 431  23 982  17 158  41 140

Expenditure

In-house Representation, Child Support   6 948  4 574  11 522  7 122  4 688  11 810
and Family Dispute Resolution

Private Practitioner Representation 12 286  6 159  18 445  12 593  6 313  18 906

Advice & Minor Assistance  1 565  3 357  4 922  1 604  3 441  5 045

Community Legal Education 534   501  1 035   547   514  1 061

Commonwealth New Initiatives  -    500   500  -    513   513

Culturally & Linguistically Diverse Project  -    62   62  -    64   64

Assignment Services  1 290   620  1 910  1 322   636  1 958

Directorate 586   586  1 172   601   601  1 201

Other Asset Purchase   175   175   350   179   179   359

Computing System Replacement  1 250  1 250  2 500  -   -   - 

Computer Assets Replacement   225   225   450  -   -   - 

Leasehold Improvements   400  2 700  3 100 0 0 0

Total Anticipated Expenditure 25 259  20 709  45 968  23 969  16 947  40 916

Net Cash Position - 1 688 - 3 849 - 5 537   14   210   224

Cash Reserves 30 June   5 625  4 098  9 723  5 639  4 308  9 947
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Auditor-General’s Letter 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Auditor-General’s Letter 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia

Income Statement 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Balance Sheet 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Cash Flow Statement 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Statement of Changes in Equity 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Note Index 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 2011
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Legal Services Commission of South Australia 

Certification of the Financial Report 30 June 2011
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